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SEPTEMBER MEETING, 1872. 

A stated meeting was held on Thursday, the 12th instant, in 
the Society's temporary rooms, No. 41 Tremont Street; the 
President in the chair. 

The Secretary read the record of the last meeting. 

The Librarian read his list of donors to the Library for the 
month. 

The President read a letter from our associate, Dr. Ellis, 
saying that Judge Devens, who had been appointed umpire on 
the " Hutchinson Papers," declined to serve, from a pressure 
of engagements, and hoping that another appointment would 
be made. The subject being substantially in the hands of the 
committee of which Dr. Ellis is chairman, no action was taken 
by the Society on his suggestion. 

The President then said : — 



It will be remembered that the Society gave authority to 
the Standing Committee to change the time and place of any 
stated meeting, or to dispense with such meeting altogether, 
during the period required for the reconstruction of our 
Building. 

Under this authority, and in view of the extreme heat of 
the summer, and of the absence from the city of so many 
of our members, the Standing Committee decided to dispense 
with the July and August meetings. 

Meantime, I am happy to say, our Building has made satis- 
factory progress. It is entirely roofed over, and the stone 
work is just completed. We have good reason to hope that 
before New Year's Day we may be re-established in our old 
quarters. 

Since our last meeting a vacancy in our number has been 
created by the death of the Rev. Charles Brooks. A graduate 
of Harvard in 1816, he was the pastor of the Unitarian 
Church in Hingham for eighteen years, — from 1821 to 1839. 
Since that time, his life had been devoted to science, educa- 
tion, and local history. 

Appointed in 1838 a Professor of Natural History in the 
University of New York, he held that post for several years, 
visiting Europe in the prosecution of his studies, and publish- 
ing, as their hrst-fruits, an elaborate volume of Ornithology. 
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But the infirmities of his eyesight compelled him to abandon 
a study requiring so much minute examination. While abroad 
he was a diligent observer of the Prussian system of educa- 
tion ; and he is understood to have been among the first, 
if not the very first, to advocate the establishment of Normal 
Schools on our own soil. Our associate, Mr. George B. Emer- 
son, — the highest authority on the subject, — in his Lecture, 
at the Lowell Institute in 1869, " On the History of Education 
in Massachusetts,'"' says of Mr. Brooks : " This gentleman, 
indeed, for his long, disinterested, and unpaid labors in the 
cause of education, especially for his efforts to secure the 
establishment of Normal Schools and a Board of Education, 
is entitled to be considered, more than any other individual, 
what he has been called, ' the Father of Normal Schools.' " 

He wrote an elaborate History of Medford, and was the 
author of numerous biographies. In 1858 he became asso- 
ciated with our own Society, and always exhibited a strong 
interest in its prosperity. 

He died at Medford, on the 7th of July last, after a long 
and useful life, having nearly completed his seventy-seventh 
year. 

I am instructed by the Standing Committee to submit the 
following Resolution : — 

Resolved, That the Massachusetts Historical Society desire 
to express their respect for the memory of their late valued 
associate, the Rev. Charles Brooks, and that the Hon. Solo- 
mon Lincoln be requested to prepare the customary Memoir 
for our Proceedings. 

The President read some official letters and papers relating 
to the transportation of a number of " Moose Deer " from 
Fisher's Island to England, for Queen Anne: — 



Governor Hunter to Major- General Winthrop. 

Coll Nicolson haveing acquaint'd Her Maty that he had procur'd 
from you two mooses and a fawn for her, Cap* Elford who is to Go for 
England soon has orders to take them on board his ship. So If you 
please to send them hither or Give Instructions in what maner they 
must be convey'd care shall be taken accordingly. 
I am S r with much respect, S r 

Your most Humble Servant, Ro : Hunter. 

N. York, ;« 14 Octr. 1712. 



254 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [Sept. 



Proceedings of the Council- Chamber in Boston about the Moose, 

At a Council held at the Council Chamber in Boston upon Thurs* 
day the 13 1 ! 1 of November, 1712. 

Present. 
His Excellency Joseph Dudley Esqf Governour. 
The Hon 1 ? 6 William Tailer Esq r Lieu* Gov^; & of y e Coun c 

Elisha Hutchinson Penn Townsend 

Peter Sergeant Andrew Belcher Esq* 8 

Joseph Lynde Esq™ Edward Bromfield 

El? Hutchinson Isaac Addington Esq' 

Present also. 
The Hon b . le Govern' Saltonstall of Cannecticutt. 
Captain Elford of the Hector man of War. 

His Excellency Acquainted the Gentlemen, That he had yester- 
day received a Letter from Captain Elford, Importing That he was 
Commanded by the Lords of the Admiralty to Transport to Great 
Britain in Her Majestys Ship Hector under his Command, Three 
Moose Deer that are upon Fishers Island, And That the Ship is at 
New yorke ffifty Leagues distant from the Said Island. 

Captain Elford then further Acquainted the Gentlemen present 
That it is Impracticable at this Season of the year to bring the Queens 
Ship round from New Yorke to Fishers Island to take in the Said 
Moose Deer without utmost Hazard of Her Majestys said Ship. 

Governour Saltonstall Informed That the Stag Moose was lately 
killed by his own unruliness, but that the Dam and the Young Stag 
were well and fit to be Transported. 

It's Concluded That there is no Method for Transporting the Said 
Moose to New Yorke, but in a Large Open boat of which there are 
Numbers at New Yorke, and that his Excellency Governour Hunter, 
be Desired forthwith to Send One Such Boat well man'd for that pur 
pose ; And an Officer to Over See and take Care of their Transporta- 
tion to New Yorke. 

Governour Saltonstall Declaring there is no Open Vessell within 
his Government Capable of that Service. 

That the Honourable Governour Saltonstall be Desired to Direct 
Captain John Prentice of New London, whome he named for that 
End, to take such Assistance as he shall think necessary to see the said 
Moose Deer well ship'd off with the Advice of Governour Hunters 
Officer and One Officer from Captain Elford ; And that Governour 
Saltonstall furnish Hay & Oates Necessary for their passage. 

That a Letter with a Copy of this Agreement and Resolve be sent 
to Major Winthrop or his Son at New London to be ready to Deliver 
the Said Moose Accordingly. 

And another Copy be sent to Governour Hunter and Copys of 
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the same be given to Governo r Saltonstall and Captain Elford, by the 
Secretary. 

That the matter may be Effected with all Care possible. 

Copy. 1st Addington, Secry. 

Governor Saltonstall to Captain Prentiss, 

Boston, Nov. 17* 1712. 
Cap*. Prentiss. 

I am to provide some good hands, to assist an Officer who is to 
come from Gov! Hunter in an Open Sloop, to receive y! Moose at 
Fishers Island ; and Cap! Belcher advised me to you as most knowing 
in such an Affair & most likely to get a Sufficient Number of Suitable 
hands to help them on Board : The Officer that comes w* yf sloop 
must have yf Direction, so that If they come to any Mischance, we 
may not be to blame. I must supply w*} 1 Hay & Oates, (if yf Maj5 
Gen! has y 1 ? not at y! Island) for their passage to New York, w c . h I 
must desire you to take care of. And I will See you, & y? hands you 
employ Sattisfied. Give my Service to y e . maj r . Genr 1 . 1 Winthrop, or 
if he be come away, to his Son, and let him know y* y? Service I now 
propose to you, is what has been agreed upon in councill here. I cant 
tell when yf Sloop will come from N. York, but when she comes j* 
Officer will be directed to call upon you ; and if you cant attend by 
reason of any inevitable accident, you must Substitute one in y* Room. 
I am y* humb! Serv- G : Saltonstall. 

On her Maj 11 . 68 Service. 

To Cap* John Prentice at N. London, 
frank G. Saltonstall. 

Secretary Burchett to Captain Davers. 

Admiralty Office, 1 Apr 1 . 1 1714. 

S? — When her Maj*! 8 Ship Hector, commanded by Cap* Elford 
attended on New Yorke, I writ a Letter to him dated the 17 th May 
1712, letting him know that Gen 1 . 1 Nicholson haueing procured for the 
Queen a Male and Female moose Deer, with a Young one, which were 
then kept on an Island in New England, belonging to Major General 
Wait Winthorp, one of her Maj 11 . 8 Councill at Boston in New England, 
and that since it was her Maj 1 ! 8 pleasure the said Deer should be brought 
to England, it was the Commands of the L d . 8 Comm r . 8 of the Admiralty 
that he the said Cap! Elford shou'd receive them on board, and take 
particular care of them in their passage, but it soe happen'd that the 
Deer could not conveniently be brought to the Shipp before she sayled, 
and therefore I am now Ordered by their Lordships to Signifie their 
directions to you, that Imediatly upon your receipt hereof, you give 
Notice to the aforesaid Major Gen 1 . 1 Winthorp, that you are Ordered to 
bring home the aforesaid Deer, (or such of them as are liveing) in the 
Ship under your Command ; and that you apply to the Governour of 
the place for his assistance in getting them to you ; and accordingly 
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you are to receive the said Deer on board, and take care for their 
Safety in your passage to Great Britain, when you returne thither in 
pursuance of the Orders you will receive. I am ST 

YoT humble Serv*. J. Burchett. 

Captain Thomas Davers to Seaford. 

New Yorke, 9 Aug* 1714. 
S? — Haueing received a Lett 1 , from M r Secretary Burchett of the 
Admiralty, a Coppy of which I "have sent you, inclosed, Signifying the 
Lords Comnr? of the Admiraltys directions to me, that I apply my 
self to you, for a Male and Female Moose Deer, that GenV Nicholson 
has procured for the Queen, which Deer I am to Carry to England in 
her Maj t! . 8 Shipp under my Command, when I goe thither, soe desireing 
you'l please to Contrive and get them here by that time, w th provissions 
for their passage. I desire S* that what Letters you write me upon 
this affair you'l direct them for her Maj* 1 . 8 Service.* I am S> 

Your most humble Serv? Thomas Davers. 

Seaford. 

The President also read the following memorandum, in the 
handwriting of John Winthrop, the fourth of that name in 
New England: — 

" Memorand : I have heard my Father say, y* w? they came first 
into y? Country, they brought over an Old Woman who was Deafe & 
Blind, — this Old Woman Lived at Ipswich in New England, wT my 
Grandfather taught her to Understand any thing by yf Letters cut in 
Wood, & so she felt them." 

The President continued : — 

The above is copied exactly from a little scrap of paper in 
the handwriting of John Winthrop, the grandfather of my 
father. He was the son of Chief Justice Wait-Still Winthrop ; 
and the grandfather to whom he refers was John Winthrop, 
the Governor of Connecticut, son of the first Governor of 
Massachusetts. The writer of the memorandum was born 
in Connecticut 16 August, 1681, and died in England 1 August, 
1747. He was a member of the Royal Society, and one of the 
volumes of the " Transactions of the Royal Society " was dedi- 
cated to him. His grandfather was one of the first settlers of 
Ipswich, Mass., in 1632-3, and lived there for several years. 

I think the memorandum must have been written in Eng- 
land, as it designates Ipswich as in " New England," which 

* We have no further information concerning these "Moose Deer," and whether 
the attempt to transport them to England was successful. Queen Anne had died 
on the first of the month in which this last letter was written. — Eds. 
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the writer would hardly have done had he been writing in New 
England. He was in England from 1726 till his death. It is 
doubtless the earliest record of teaching the blind to read by 
raised letters in this country, and I know not where to find 
any earlier account of the "process. 

Mr. Deane made the following communication on " The 
Head-quarters " of Washington in Cambridge : — 

In the first volume of Irving's " Life of Washington, " at 
page 496, in speaking of the preparations made for the recep- 
tion and accommodation of the Commander-in-chief in Cam- 
bridge, the author says that, according to a resolve of the 
Provincial Congress, then in session at Watertown, " the presi- 
dent's house in Cambridge, excepting one room reserved by 
the president for his own use, was to be taken, cleared, and 
furnished for the reception of the Commander-in-chief and 
General Lee." At the end of the first chapter of the second 
volume, at pages 11 and 12, the author has a long note begin- 
ning thus : " We are obliged to Professor Felton, of Cam- 
bridge, for correcting an error in our first volume in regard to 
Washington's head-quarters, and for some particulars concern- 
ing a house associated with the history and literature of our 
country. The house assigned to Washington for head-quarters 
was that of the President of the Provincial Congress, not of 
the University." Then follows a description of the house, 
early known as the " Vassall House," and subsequently as the 
" Craigie House," and now the residence of Mr. Longfellow. 

Wherein consists the " error," referred to above, is not 
clear. Mr. Irving quoted almost the precise language of the 
resolve of the Provincial Congress of the 26th June, 1775, as- 
signing the " president's house " to Washington and Lee ; and 
he offered no interpretation as to what president was intended. 
I apprehend that the only error in the case was made by Pro- 
fessor Felton himself. There was only one house in Cambridge 
known as the " President's House," — a name it had borne 
since it was built for President Wadsworth in 1726.* The 



* Mr. Sibley has called to my notice the following entries in President Wadsworth' s 
MS. " Book relating to College affairs " in the College Library: " The President's House 
to dwell in was raised May 24, 1726. No life was lost, nor person hurt in raising it; 
thanks be to God for his preserving goodness. In y e Evening, those who raised y e House, 
had a Supper in y e Hall; after wch we sang y e first stave or staff in y e 127 Psalm." 

'• 27 Oct. 1726. This night some of our family lodged at y e New House built for y 
President; Nov. 4, at night was y e first time y* my wife & I lodg'd there. The House 
was not half finished within." 
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President of the Provincial Congress (then sitting in Water- 
town), James Warren, had no house in Cambridge ; neither 
had the Congress any use for one there. During the brief 
sessions of that body in Cambridge before the siege of Bos- 
ton, consisting of only forty-four days in all, John Hancock 
was its President, and he lived in Boston. There is no evi- 
dence that the " Yassall House,' ' subsequently known as 
Washington's head-quarters, was then called the " President's 
House," and there is no reason, it is believed, why it should 
have been so called. I have yet to learn that either of the 
presidents of the Provincial Congress, officially, or John Han- 
cock or Joseph Warren or James Warren, personally, owned 
or occupied a house in Cambridge known as the " President's 
House." 

I repeat, that the house assigned to Washington by the 
resolution of the 26th June, and precisely in these words, 
" Resolved, that the president's house in Cambridge, excepting 
one room reserved by the president for his own use, be taken, 
cleared, prepared, and furnished, for the reception of General 
Washington and General Lee, and that a committee be chosen 
immediately to carry the same into execution," was undoubtedly 
the house of the President of the College. Dr. Langdon then 
held this office. But at this time the teaching and governing 
bodies, as well as the students, with the library, were dis- 
persed, and the College buildings given up to the use of the 
troops. Cambridge was a large camp. Many of the families 
had left the town, and probably Dr. Langdon's family with 
them. He remained at the camp for some time, preached 
occasionally to the soldiers, and was once chosen chaplain pro 
tempore. One room reserved for his use was all he might 
require. Dr. Langdon's official residence was unquestionably 
the house occupied by Washington and Lee on their first arrival 
in Cambridge, on Sunday, July 2d. 

The day before their arrival, it was ordered by the Provin- 
cial Congress " that the committee for procuring and furnish- 
ing a house for Generals Washington and Lee be directed to 
purchase what things are necessary, that they cannot hire." * 



* The committee were either not very prompt or not very successful ; and on the 5th 
of July they were ordered by the Congress to "complete the business." On the same 
day another committee was ordered to confer with Washington " on the subject of 
furnishing his table, and know what he expects relative thereto." On the 7th it was 
44 ordered that the committee appointed to procure a steward for General Washington 
be directed to procure him two or three women, for cooks." It was also ordered, at the 
same time, "that the committee appointed to inquire how General Washington's table 
should be furnished be a committee to bring in a resolve for the purpose of complying 
with the requisition of General Washington relative thereto," &c. It was also ordered 
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On the 6th of July, four days after their arrival, it was by the 
Congress " Ordered, that the committee of safety [the real 
Executive of the Congress] be a committee to desire General 
Washington to let them know if there is any house at Cam- 
bridge that would be more agreeable to him and General Lee 
than that in which they now are ; and in that case the said 
committee are directed to procure such house, and put it in 
proper order for their reception." On turning to the Records 
of the Committee of Safety, I find, under the date of July 
8th, the following : " Whereas it is necessary that the house 
of Mr. John Vassall, ordered by Congress for the residence 
of his Excellency General Washington, should be immediately 
put in such condition as may make it convenient for that pur- 
pose, therefore, Resolved, that Mr. Timothy Austin be and he 
is hereby empowered and authorized to put said house in 
proper order for the purposes above mentioned ; and that he 
procure such assistance and furniture as may be necessary to 
put said house in proper condition for the reception of his 
excellency and his attendants.' ' 

This house of John Vassall is the one subsequently known 
as the " Craigie House " and " Washington's Head-quarters." 
Sabine tells us, that " early in 1775 " Vassall " was driven from 
his seat by mobs and took up his residence in Boston." Con- 
gress had, some time previously, appropriated the house to the 
use of the Committee of Safety, and as early as the 26th of 
May that body had directed it to be cleared immediately 
of " the souldiers now lodged there." Although this house, as 
well as others in Cambridge belonging to refugees, had been 
taken possession of for the use of the Government, it was not 
formally confiscated till some years later. I find no date to 
determine precisely when Washington took possession of his 



that certain persons named "be a committee to wait upon General Lee, to know of him 
what provision he expects should be made by this Congress for the furnishing of his 
table." On the 8th, a committee previously appointed reported an order, which was 
accepted, directing i ' a committee to make inquiry forthwith for some ingenious, active, and 
faithful man to be recommended to Gen. 1 Washington as a steward; likewise, to procure 
and recommend to him some capable woman, suitable to act in the place of a housekeeper, 
and one or more good female servants." Mrs. Washington was now at Mt. Vernon. 
She joined her husband in Cambridge on the 11th of December following, and remained 
till the next spring. Ebenezer Austin was appointed Washington's steward soon after the 
passage of the order above given, and served as long as Washington remained in Cam- 
bridge. On the 9th of July the Congress " resolved, that Deacon Cheever be a committee 
to bring in a resolve, empowering the committee of supplies to furnish General Wash- 
ington with such articles of household furniture as he had wrote to said committee for." 
The Provincial Congress was dissolved on the 19th of July ; and on the same day the 
House of Representatives, composed principally of the same persons, met at the same 

Slace. On the 22d of July the House "Resolved, That the Committee of Safety be 
esired to complete the furnishing General Washington's house, and in particular to 
provide him four or five more beds." 
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new quarters. It was probably during the month of July. It 
would require some days to put the house in order for him. 
I find in Washington's own account-book, under date of July 
15th, a charge for having himself paid a sum of money for 
cleaning the house assigned for his quarters, it having been 
occupied, he says, by the Marblehead Regiment. In Thacher's 
" Military Journal," — which is not a diary, but a record of 
events, sometimes under a particular month, and sometimes 
under the day of the month, — I find under the date of " July," 
when the record is supposed to have been made, an account of 
the battle of Bunker Hill, and of the arrival of Washington in 
Cambridge, which latter event he did not witness personally. 
Thatcher entered upon his duties as assistant surgeon in the 
hospital there on the 15th of July, and in his record of that 
month he says that Washington had " established his head- 
quarters in a convenient house about half a mile from Harvard 
College, and in the vicinity of our hospital." This is followed 
by an entry under the date of July 20th ; and if we may sup- 
pose the entries to have been originally made as indicated in 
the printed volume, it would show that Washington, at this 
time, was already settled in his new quarters. It is probable 
that General Lee did not share these quarters with Washington. 
The Commander-in-chief was no doubt glad to be rid of a man 
so slovenly in his personal habits as was Lee.* In a letter 
from Washington's private secretary, Joseph Read, to his wife, 
dated July 26th, he says : " Our family is much reduced by 
the departure of General Lee, who has taken the command of 
part of the army, and has his quarters four miles from us, at 
General Royal's." The Royal House was in Medford. 

A reorganization of the army had been proclaimed by 
Washington on the 22d of July. It was formed into three grand 
divisions. The first division or right wing was placed under 
the command of Brigadier-General Ward at Roxbury; two 
brigades, one posted on Winter Hill, and one on Prospect 
Hill, as the left wing or second division, were placed under 
the command of General Lee. The reserve was placed under 
the command of Putnam whose quarters were at Cambridge. 
He occupied the " Inman House." I find a letter from Lee 
dated from Cambridge as late as the 24th of July. 

That the " President's House," now standing on the col- 
lege grounds near Harvard Square, was the first quarters of 
General Washington in Cambridge, has, I think, been conclu- 

* See Dr. Belknap's description of General Lee, whom he saw in Cambridge in Octo- 
ber, 1775, — in the "Proceedings" for June, 1858, p. 83. 
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sively shown. In this venerable mansion were undoubtedly 
penned the first despatches of the Commander-in-chief to Con- 
gress, to Richard Henry Lee, and to General Schuyler, of 
date July 10th, and sent off by the first express that could be 
inaugurated. I cannot but hope that this ancient relic is not 
destined to give way to the march of improvement now making 
such onward strides in Cambridge, but may be preserved for 
many years to come. 

I made some inquiry in Cambridge of persons whom I 
thought likely to know if any tradition existed as to Washing- 
ton's having occupied for a time the President's house during 
his residence here. But no one to whom I applied had any 
knowledge of such tradition. I addressed an inquiry to Miss 
Quincy, of Boston, then at her country residence in Quincy, 
and she replied that she had never heard of such tradition, 
and did not believe the fact. I then communicated to her the 
evidence contained above, and received from her the following 
letter, which she has kindly permitted me to introduce into 
this notice : — 

Quincy, Mass., Aug. 10, 1872. 
Charles Deane, Esq. 

Dear Sir, — Having never heard of the residence of Washing- 
ton for a time in the President's house, from either Mr. Sparks, Mr. 
Greenleaf, or Dr. Hoi brook, I doubted the fact ; but the interesting 
extracts you give from the Provincial Records prove it conclu- 
sively. On reflection, the change of abode seems very natural. First, 
the Congress, wishing to offer the General the most honorable location 
in their control, appropriated the President's house to his accom- 
modation. The arrangement certainly sounded well. But Washing- 
ton, coming from Mount Vernon, wished for a wider horizon than that 
house could, even then, command, and asked for the " Vassali House," 
from whence he had an extensive view of the winding of the Charles, 
and of the location of many of the forts which afterwards were thrown 
np around Boston. Perhaps even High-Fort, Roxbury, now the site of 
the stand-pipe of the (jochituate water-works, can be seen from its 
windows. I took a sketch of that fort in December, 1823, for a Mr. 
Finch, a relative of Dr. Priestley, a mineralogist, who took a great 
interest in the forts arranged by Washington around Boston, and was 
very indignant at the indifference manifested by Bostonians to these 
monuments of the Revolution, and at the manner in which they were 
allowed to be destroyed. He wrote a minute account of these forts, 
which was published, I believe, in " Silliman's Journal" of 1823 or 
1824. I think I have a copy myself somewhere, given me by Mr. 
Finch, in return for my sketch. I wish the ancient President's 
house, with all its associations, had been taken down when Everett 
resigned the Presidency. It is sad to see it in its present dilapidated 
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condition. I am often asked the question, " Is it possible, Miss Quincy, 
that you resided sixteen years in that house? You could not have kept 
a carriage, for there is no stable ! " " Yes, we did," I reply : " we had 
not only a stable and coach-house, but also a large garden and an 
extensive court-yard, filled with trees and flowering shrubs, which are 
now cut down, or turned into the street." Mr. and Mrs. Everett, our 
successors, who had just come from the British Court, were so well 
satisfied with the old mansion, that they remained in it for some time 
as tenants after Mr. Everett had ceased to be President. 

Sincerely yours, Eliza Susan Quinct. 

I subsequently received from Miss Quincy a note, from 
which I am at liberty to make the following interesting extracts 
concerning this venerable mansion ; while, at the same place, 
1 introduce an engraving of the house from a sketch made by 
her for President Quincy's History of the College : * — 
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THE PRESIDENT'S HOUSE, BUILT IN 1726. 

" I send you an illustration for your private copy of * The Proceed- 
ings/ — a proof-print of the President's house, from the block, before 
stereotyping for the History. My sketch represents the house as 
Washington saw it, except that then there were only two windows on 
each side the porch in the lowest story. The enlargement of the 
dining and drawing rooms, which added a third, was subsequently made 
under the direction of Treasurer Storer, as his daughter informed me. 
The room in the rear of the drawing-room, on the right hand as you 



* The Society is indebted to President Eliot, of Harvard College, for liberty to use 
the block from which this vignette is struck, —the plates of Mr. Quincy's History hav- 
ing been given by the author to the College. 
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enter, was the President's study, until the Presidency of Webber, when 
the end of the house was added, with a kitchen and chamber and 
dressing-room, very commodiously arranged, I was told, under the 
direction of Mrs. Webber. The brick building was built at the same 
time for the President's study and Freshman's room beneath it, and for 
the preservation of the college manuscripts.* I went over the house 
with my father and mother and President Kirkland, soon after his 
accession. As there were no regular records kept during his Presi- 
dency of eighteen years, he did not add much to the manuscripts. We 
then little imagined that we should be the next occupants of the man- 
sion, should repair and arrange the house under Mrs. Quincy's direc- 
tion, and reside in it sixteen very happy years. I regret its present 
dilapidated state, and rejoice, in view of ' the new departure,' as it is 
termed, that I sketched the antiquities and old mansions of Old Cam- 
bridge." 

" Dr. Holbrook's anecdote of the shell which reached Harvard 
Square (see Memoir of Mrs. Quincy, p. 223) leads me to think there 
were cogent objections to the Commander-in-chief residing in the 
President's house. The shell Dr. H. described must have flown over 
its roof! Possibly the British might have heard that it had been 
offered to Washington, and directed their artillery toward it, and with 
a pretty sure aim ! The old mansion had a narrow escape that time ! 
It was well Washington's final headquarters were beyond the reach 
of such unpleasant visitors." " E. S. Q." 

Mr. Appleton, recently returned from Europe, presented a 
manuscript, procured by him in London, labelled " Mr White 
— Mem° of plan of a War with Spain, Pisa 9 Decern' 1776." 

The author of this paper, of thirty-three pages, is unknown, 
neither do we know any thing of its history. It is addressed 
to Lord George Germain, and embraces an elaborate plan for 
overthrowing the Spanish power in America by the aid of the 
natives, and for keeping possession of the whole sea-coast ! — 
thus hopelessly excluding the natives from all intercourse with 
the rest of the world. It proposes a diversion of the troops 
from the British Colonies in case the Rebellion there is speedily 
crushed. The paper begins thus : — 

" Memorandum for the Right Hon'ble Lord George Germain, his 
Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for America. 

44 In case of war with Spain the Mosquito Shore affords a large 

* The brick building stood on the left hand side of the mansion as the spectator faces 
it, and communicated with it. I learn from Mrs. Dana, the daughter of President Web- 
ber, now living in Cambridge, that the brick building was erected during her father's 
administration, and under his supervision ; but that he died before it was finally com- 
pleted, or, at least, occupied. In 1871 it was moved back, turned round at right angles, 
and joined to the extreme rear part of the house. The steward's office has for a few 
years been kept in it. — C. D. 
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extent of country, occupied by a brave & hardy Race of Indians, well 
acquainted with all the interior avenues leading into the Spanish 
Provinces, and always, ready to receive his Majesty's forces, and to co- 
operate with them in every fatigue and danger for conquering and 
destroying the Spanish Government in America." 

The President spoke of a letter recently received from our 
Corresponding Member, Mr. Almack, with some notes on our 
late published volumes, which he might at some future time 
read to the Society. 

Dr. Shurtlefp called attention to a portrait recently pre- 
sented to the Society by Mrs. Webber, of Boston, for which 
the acknowledgments of the Society were ordered. On the 
back of a volume depicted in this portrait was inscribed 
" Book of Rates," but no one had yet discovered for whom the 
portrait was intended. 

Mr. Saltonstall referred to a recent visit he had made to 
places on the coast of Maine, particularly to the old town of 
Castine, and recounted some of the historical reminiscences of 
that place. 

Mr. Sabine, Dr. Shurtlefp, and Mr. Thomas 0. Amory 
made some observations on the subject introduced by Mr. Sal- 
tonstall. 



OCTOBER MEETING, 1872. 

A stated meeting of the Society was held on Thursday, the 
10th instant, at 11 o'clock, a.m. ; the President in the chair. 

The records of the previous meeting were read. 

The Librarian read the list of donors the past month to the 
Library. 

The Corresponding Secretary read a letter of acceptance 
from M. D'Avezac, of Paris. 

The President called special attention to Mr. Frothingham's 
new work, u The Rise of the Republic," then lying upon the 
table, — a gift from the author ; and to Dr. Ellis's new edition 
of the " History of the Massachusetts General Hospital," pre- 
sented by the trustees of that institution. He also noticed the 
recent decease of a Corresponding Member, Dr. Francis Lieber, 
in the following language : — 

The recent death of Dr. Francis Lieber at New York, 



